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Combatting climate change will require at least a two facet approach, first reduction of the 
amount of carbon extracted from natural resources and second maintaining and rigorously 
enforcing current emission standards.

 

In April 2001, the Bush School of Government & Public Service and the Department of 
Economics at Texas A&M University convened a conference titled Global Climate Change. In 
his opening remarks, Prof William H. Schlesinger states "Thus, if we are serious about 
preventing climate change, I see no alternative but to cut emissions, substantially and 
immediately." Despite this warning by climate experts eighteen years ago, we have not acted 
appropriately and we are seeing the expected temperature rise and storm intensity increase. 


The Citizen Climate Lobby proposal for Fee and Dividend presents the most effective means 
for achieving the goal of reducing the amount of carbon extracted from natural resources. This 
is supported by notable public figures such as George Schultz, James Hanson and Bob Inglis, 
amongst a number of other national notables. 


On the reduction of carbon dumping into the atmosphere, we appear to be doing just the 
opposite. We are closing nuclear power plants and replacing lost energy generating capacity 
with polluting coal and oil and gas energy sources. While other sources such as wind and solar 
can contribute to the nations energy needs without adding to the climate problem, there is no 
emission free source as uniformly reliable as nuclear power. Recent advances in nuclear 
generating technology offer the opportunity for abundant clean energy while at the same time 
reducing the amount of upstream methane discharge. 


In summary, I appreciate Rep. Flores leadership in this important area and hope that his 
successor will be similarly inclined.
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