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I attended Rep. Inglis presentation at TAMU on Wednesday evening to the Aggie Young 
Republicans and visited with him outside the meeting room. After hearing the talk, I made 
some notes on my views on this topic.


First, I am a mechanical engineer (22 years on the TAMU MEEN faculty) and before that in the 
Federal Government (Federal Railroad Administration) and in the railroad industry (Southern 
Pacific). Now, I have been retired for 10 years. I feel that we should be a bit more conservative 
in our projection of the ability of experience and engineering to ameliorate these environmental 
effects. Certainly, good engineering is necessary to reverse the trend, but we don't want to give 
these  young engineers the unrealistic idea that there can be an immediate effect on our 
climate problems. There is considerable inertia in the consumption and emissions package and 
to turn it back will take a change of thinking for many managers and engineers as well as 
replacement of machinery. But, as Rep. Inglis implied, we must turn down both the rate of 
energy consumption and the harmful emissions. 


I also spent two years onboard ship on the Çooper River in Charleston, and all of us sailors 
breathed the stench from the paper mills up stream. Same thing occurred over in East Texas. 
Almost as bad as the emissions from the Tyler Pipe and Foundry in Swan, Texas in the1950's. 
Very hazardous to our health, yet the companies were spewing this out for the population to 
breath. Horrible!. I believe from Inglis' presentation that something like a law of trespass can 
control that. Good.


I also believe that we need to be very cautious in supporting wasteful programs such as 
Obama's cash for cars. Many automobiles were scrapped when in fact there was considerable 
use left in them and the energy required to remanufacture a replacement vehicle possibly 
countered the energy savings of higher gas mileage for the new cars. A phased in approach 
might be more effective. Similarly, while we have abundant coal supplies in the ground, these 
should be used only when adequate cleaning of the stack exhaust can be achieved so that 
they do not use the atmosphere as their dumping ground. These programs as well as all 
electric vehicle programs should be approached very cautiously, in my opinion.


A significant change in life style is needed to counter our energy gluttony.
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