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TAMU, 04/28/09 (http://yct.tamu.edu)

I want to thank you for bringing Lord Monckton to TAMU and to College Station. 
I am a retired professor of Mechanical Engineering and thus might be in the 
group of conspirators whom Lord Monckton targets.

He did present some very persuasive arguments against much of the data that 
we see presented daily. The most significant thing that he showed was that 
there is so much scatter in the very early data that it it risky to state a firm 
opinion on climate change. Thus, where he said on the one hand that there was 
no proof that global warming is occurring, it is also true that there is no proof that 
it is not occurring. Therefore, we must be as cautious in condemning global 
warming advocates as we are in saying that it isn't happening.

I think that conservative talk show hosts are a serious problem in this 
discussion with their tendency to simplify matters and dismiss climate concerns 
with callous sarcasm. Fact is that the population is growing and our effect on the 
environment is growing more rapidly. On top of that, populations in developing 
regions such as China, India and Africa are rightfully demanding their right to 
improve their life quality by buying the same energy consuming consumer goods 
that we have enjoyed over the last 100 years. This is the large variable in the 
mix of trying to cap emissions, and was part of the basis for President George 
W. Bush's initial rejection of the Kyoto Accord. 

With all of this on the table, though, I believe that there is opportunity for us. If 
America can muster its significant talent and develop engineering systems that 
are energy efficient and market those to the developing world we will profit 
econmoically while at the same time accomodating the global climate change.

Thanks again for your initiative in bringing Lord Monckton to College Station, and 
yes, eruption of a volcano can do more damage than a whole years worth of 
plant emissions. But, this does not say that we can dismiss concerns about the 
environment. We are stewards of Mother Earth. 

Don Bray 


